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New Jersey passed a new 
law requiring all schools within 
the state to be equipped with 
regulation sprinkler systems 
and mandatory fi re drills.  The 
new law, enacted this year, 
was established due to the 
recent tragedy at Seton Hall 
University. N.J. legislation 
posed the idea of sprinkler 
systems in the residence halls 
back in the 1980s, but the idea 
did not come into action until 
Seton Hall’s fi re.

The law specifi es $90 
million in low-interest and no 
interest state loans to go toward 
equipping all rooms in every 
building with sprinklers and 
toward staffi ng the fi re and 
safety project.  The law covers 
all public, private, military and 
high schools in N.J.

Safety Coordinator Frank 
Scharibone will head fi re 

drills for Rider University and 
Westminster Choir College.  
These drills will be run in the 
academic buildings in residence 
halls to ensure that all students, 
including commuters, carry out 
proper fi re drill procedures.
 According to Scharibone, 
once each year a fi re-drill will 
be held for every academic 
building on campus.  Once 
each semester, a fi re drill will 
be held for every residence hall, 
as well as the fraternities and 
sororities.
 Upon hearing the alarm, 
“students should evacuate the 
building immediately and go 
to their designated assembly 
point where your Resident Hall 
Advisor will account for every 
person of the building,” he 
said.
 The new sprinkler system 
at Rider is also being regulated. 
If one smoke detector goes 
off, security is immediately 

notifi ed, but until the problem 
is assessed, the dorm is not 
evacuated. 
  “Only if a second detector 
goes off or if a detector goes 
off in a common area will the 
entire building be evacuated on 
the spot,” said Scharibone. 
  If a fi re is present in a 
building, the security dispatcher 
notifi es the fi re department, 
which provides immediate 
response. These procedures 
help in apprehending any 
regulation violators and helps 
in preventing false alarms.  
 Initiating a false alarm or 
abusing Riders fi re and safety 
codes can lead to a Level 1 
consequence: being dismissed 
for a minimum of one year or 
being expelled.  For these rules 
and regulations, look in The 
Source or online.   

New fi re laws affect Rider Sweetheart Weekend 2002

 Rider’s annual Sweetheart Weekend took place last Satur-
day, September 28.  The event involves all the fraternities and 
sororities on campus and is eagerly anticipated every year.
 Each fraternity picks their favorite sorority girl, and each 
sorority picks their favorite fraternity guy.
 The event involves chanting and celebrating, and culminates 
with a ceremony where each organization’s sweetheart is named.

Mad Scientist Instructors: 

Immediate Need Part-time to present.  Fun 
activities to E.S. age kids in Mercer/Middlesex. 
Need car, exp. leading group of kids, outgoing 

personality and HS level science min.  
Flexible schedule.

Afternoons and Weekends avail.  
Training provided.

$20-30/1hr.class: Apply 
at www.madscienceofnj.com or call 

1-800-281-9709 and ask for Tracey Nichols 

Fraternities	* Sororities * Clubs * Student Groups
Earn $1,000-$2000 this semester with a proven CampusFunraiser 3 hour 
fundraising event.  
Our programs make fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are fi lling quickly, so get with the program. It works!

Contact CampusFundraiser at:
(888) 923-3238 

or visit www.campusfundraiser.com

USA Spring Break Presents
Spring Break 2003
Campus Reps Wanted
Earn 2 free trips for 15 people 
Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan,
Jamaica, Acapulco, 

South Padre and Floridas
Call Toll Free
1-877-460-6077
www.usaspringbreak.com

The Rider News
is looking for writers.

Call x 5256

Got a 
Nose for 
News?

Come to the Rider News 
meetings, Wednesdays, 

4:45 p.m. on the bottom floor 
of Centennial House.
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