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Spreading spring break joy to less fortunate

By Cara Latham
Staff Writer

Opver spring break, many students relaxed, had fun
or vacationed to escape all of the stress that college can
bring. While other students were in places like Cancun
getting a tan, a group of nine Rider students and two
graduates went to Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic, not to tan, but to work.

The group of students departed on March 12 for
the Hogar Escuela Armando Rosenberg, a school and
orphanage that serves 3,000 of the poorest children in
Santo Domingo. While there, the students helped in
restoring the school by repairing the rooms and paint-
ing it inside and out. They also taught English to the
students and conducted various recreational activities
for the children there.

Father Bruno A. Ugliano, O.S.B., director of the
Catholic Campus Ministry (CCM), planned the trip
and commended the nine students and two gradu-
ates who worked hard while working for charity. In
addition to spending their break down there, they also
raised about $7,000 before leaving.

“About $4,000 to $5,000 was used for supplies
and to provide fuel, and for the generators that pro-
duce electricity,” he said.

The Dominican Republic is economically experi-
encing hardship. The school is located in the neighbor-
hood, or barrio, of Sabada Perdida, which is one of the
poorest areas in Santo Domingo. It has been subsidized
by the Orchid Foundation, a charity established by the
Rotarians of Burlington County. It donates money,
food, clothes and other necessities, even computers,
every year to help the school run.

Ugliano said that in the south, in places like Santo
Domingo, the poverty rate is so high that it is impor-
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tant that other people reach out to help the people in
countries like this, who don’t have much.

“No matter what religious denomination you are,
you are your brother’s keeper,” he said.

Before leaving on the trip, the students used some
of the money to purchase various recreational items to
use in the activities with the children. Among the items
were soccer balls, basketballs, volleyballs, nets and chess
sets. They had to provide these basic supplies because
the school cannot afford them.

Junior Jessica Lelli, a board member of the CCM,
said that while they worked with the kids, she realized
that they were very generous and loving.

“They don’t have much, but they are willing to
give what they have,” said Lelli.

While there, Lelli said that she and others taught
and worked with children of ages ranging from three
to about 16. She also said that the painting was com-
plicated because most of it took place outside and the
year-round temperatures average about 90 degrees with
frequent rainfalls.

“The paint would dry really fast since it was so
hot, so we had to mix it fast,” she said. “Also, when it
rained, the paint would run and we had to repaint that
whole section.”

However, the hard work was worth the responses,
according to Lelli, who mentioned that one girl made
a bracelet out of blue and black string for one of the
students who went on the trip.

“[The children] were so excited that we were

there,” she said. “All the kids wanted was to be picked
up.”

Lelli said most of the kids, like the litde girl,
wanted to continuously play and were always smiling

and communicating through physical gestures, since

the native language spoken is Spanish. Although many
of the Rider students who went spoke the language,
others knew only some of the language from high
school and couldn’t speak it perfectly. Nonetheless, the
children were content and grateful to have them there,
she said.

Lelli said that she was so touched during the trip
that she plans to go next year again, eliminating her
original plan to go on a cruise during spring break.

“People benefit from the trip; it’s give and take,”
she said. “I recommend it to people who really want to
make a difference and have a worthwhile experience.”

This isn’t the first year that Rider students traveled
to Santo Domingo. Last spring break, they also went
to the school to help out and interact with the chil-
dren. Every October applications are available in the
Emmaus House for anyone who is interested in mak-
ing the trip, regardless of what religion they practice.
After being interviewed, students are notified if they
have been chosen to go.

Lelli said that working in the orphanage is reward-
ing because of the impact the work has had on the
children, who rarely have more clothes other than the
uniforms that the orphanage provides, and some even
walk barefoot. The children even put on a special talent
show for them towards the end of the trip.

However, she said that students must experience
the trip for themselves to understand how powerful it
is.

“It is an amazing experience,” she said, “a one-of-a-
kind experience.”
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and its history. But how much do you
really know about your school? Take the
test.

1. Rider was founded in:
a. 1830 b.1940 c.1865 d. 1915

2. Rider’s colors used to be:
a. red and blue

b. cranberry and white

c. purple and gold

d. red and black

3. Women were first allowed to enroll
in:
a. 1900 b. 1895 c. 1920 d. 1866

4. Which name did Rider NOT have?
a. Trenton Business College

b. New Jersey College

c. Capital City Commerce College

d. Rider Business College

5. How many presidents has Rider had?
a. 6

b. 13

c.9

d. 24

6. Which of the following is NOT a
Rider University major?

a. Elementary Education

b. Chemistry

c. Nursing
d. French

8. The ratio of students to faculty is:
a. 13: 1

b. 20. 1

c. 2.1

d. 17.1

9. What was Riders original team
name?

a. The Broncs

b. The Vikings

c. The Cranberries

d. The Rough Riders
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9-7 right: Andrew J. Rider Scholar
You really know your stuff! You should
be teaching, not attending, classes!

6-5 right: Dean’s List
You made the grade! Who needs books?
You can get by fine on your own.

4-3 right: Regular Joe Rider
Whew! Just Passing! Better hit those
books!

2-0 right: College dropout (Dunce)
Are you sure youre enrolled here?
Doesn’t seem like it. Find a tutor.

16 Classic single

17 Vessels for
ashes

18 Pocket-sized

19 Long, narrow
crest

20 Diamondback

23 Wayside stop

24 Old-fashioned

25 Sacred wading
bird

27 Spanish grocery

30 Parkas

33 Peck film, with
“The”

34 Pugilist’s
undoing

37 Ledger entry

38 Big klutz

39 Part of IRS

41 Breakfasted

42 The ones here

44 Broad-minded

45 Be an
accessory

46 Fill-in-the-blanks
game

48 Go around

50 Magi’s guide

51 More accurate

53 G-man group

55 Bad with money

60 Citified

62 Sty cry

63 Chanel’s
nickname

64 Balm

65 Sandcastle
mold

66 Gumbo veggie

67 Charger

68 Otherwise

69 Swarm

DOWN
1 Boot accessory
2 Queen of
Olympus
3 Money ___
everything!
4 Letter carriers
5 Junior, to senior
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6 Not quite right
7 Jazzman Rollins
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31 Windblown toys REIEl RN  RNNE
32 Editor’'s marks
35 Bard’s river
36 Uh-huh 47 Supply with 56 Vatican figure
39 Didn't leave weapons 57 Coca-Cola
40 Remove, as a 49 Still 58 Farmland
belt 51 Ordeal measure
43 NCO rank 52 Rajahs’ wives 59 Gardner’s
45 Yellowish pink 53 Ado soil
shade 54 Spoiled tot 61 “__ Maria”




